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Will  Keep  Government  In. 

Mr.  John  O'Dowd,  M.P.,  speaking  at  a  meeting  held  at 
Gurteen,  Co.  Sligo,  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  local 
branch  of  the  United  Irish  League,  on  March  2,  1913,  said:  — 

"  To  his  (the  speaker's)  mind  nothing  could  now  defea^t 
Home  Rule  but  the  defeat  of  the  Government.  At  every 
cost  and  sacrifice  the  Irish  Party  will  keep  the  present 
Government  in  office  until  the  flag  of  a  free  Parliament 
waves  over  the  old  House  in  College  Green." — Freeman's 
Journal,  March  5,  1913. 

Saved  by  Nationalists. 

The  necessity  for  Nationalist  support  is  shown  by  the 
division  on  March  26  on  an  amendment  to  Clause  1  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  Bill,  when  the  Government  could  only  muster 
252  supporters  against  213  of  the  Opposition. 

The  majority  of  39  was  only  secured  by  reason  of  66 
Nationalist  votes.  Without  their  kind  assistance,  through 
the  indifference  of  Liberals,  the  Government  would  have  been 
in  a  minority  of  27. 

The  Early  Mr.  Asquith. 

We  reproduce  the  following  extracts  from  Mr.  Asquith's 
speeches  in  1890-1,  with  much  pleasure,  as  they  afford  so  re- 
mp,rkable  a  contrast  to  his  action  at  the  last  General  Election 
in  respect  of  the  disclosure  of  the  principles  of  the  Home  Rule 
Bill. 

At  Leeds,  on  January  6,   1890,  Mr.  Ascjuith  said : 

"...   What  he  wanted  of  their  leaders  was  to  define, 

0,6  "far  as  possible,  their  position,  so  as  to  disarm  at  one  and 

the  same  time  the  opposition  in  front  and  the  rebels  behind. 

A  2 
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If  they  weiifc  to  the  country  with  a  vague  formula,  calling 
it  Home  Rule  or  local  self-government,  or  whatever  they 
pleased,  and  obtained  a  majority  on  behalf  of  that  formula, 
what  would  be  the  position  when  they  went  back  to  West- 
minster a«nd  introduced  a  Bill  ?  The  wisest  and  beet  scheme 
it  might  be,  but  the  opposition  would  tell  them  at  once  that 
was  not  the  issue  upon  which  the  country  had  voted.  '  You 
have,'  they  would  say,  '  no  mandate  for  the  introduction  of 
that  measure,  and  we  are  justified  in  obstructing  it,  or 
mutilating  it,  and  forcing  the  Government  to  take  it  back 
to  the  constituencies.'  .  .  .  These  were  not  imaginary 
dangers,  and  while  he  yielded  to  no  man  in  his  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  their  illustrious  leader,  he  would  earnestly 
and  respectfully  submit  to  him1  that  such  dangers  as  those 
ought  to  be  avoided,  and  there  ought  to  be  forthcoming 
a  broad  and  general  outline  on  which  the  opinion  of  the 
country  was  intended  to  be  taken." — Times,  January  7, 
1890. 
And  a  year  later,  at  the  Manchester  'Reform  Club,  Mr. 

Asquith  said  :  — 

"  He  confessed  he  was  one  of  those  who  ha^d  felt  that  it 
would  be  desirable  before  the  next  General  Election  to  give 
a  general  outline  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill." — Times,  Janu- 
ary 7,   1891. 
The  same  sentiment  was  expressed  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Asquith  to  the  Times  (November  25,  1891)  : 
' '  The  demand  that  Mr.  Gladstone  should  reveal  the 
'  details  '  of  his  Home  Rule  scheme  is  reasonaible  or  the  re- 
verse according  to  the  sense  in  which  the  word  '  details  '  is 
understood.  I  retain  the  opinion  which  I  have  more  than 
once  expressed,  that  it  is  desirable,  both  upon  tactical  and 
other  grounds,  that  before  the  General  Election  comes  the 
country  should  be  made  aware  of  the  general  outlines  of  the 
proposed  settlement. ' ' 

Not  an  Issue 

Mr.  J.  C.  Wedgwood,  Radical  M.P.  for  Newcastle-under- 
Lyme,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  12,  1913, 
said  :  — 

"  We  have  been  told  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite that  Home  Rule  and  Welsh  Disestablishment  were 
not  issues  at  the  last  two  elections.  Of  course,  they  were 
not.  The  only  question  at  issue  at  the  last  two  elections 
was  the  land  question,  and  Home  Rule  and  Welsh  Dis- 
establishment were  not  put  before  the  electors. "--Parlia- 
.mentnry  Debates.  Col.  283. 
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Only  a  Beginning*. 

So  often  Ministers  state  that  the  Home  Rule  Bill  will  settle 
the  Irish  question :  yet  in  Dublin,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  M.P.,  can 
be  no  more  enthusiastic  for  the  measure  than  to  say:  — 

"  He  thought  the  present  Home  Rule  Bill  would  do  to 
begin  with,  and  do  exceedingly  well  to  begin  with." — Free- 
man's Journal,  February  28,  1913. 

Settlement  Far  Off. 

The  same  sentiments  apparently  inspire  Professor  T.  M. 
Kettle.  Speaking  at  a  demonstration  held  at  Artane,  North 
Dublin,  on  March  9,  1913,  he  said:  — 

"  They  heard  people  asking — what  is  the  Home  Rule  Bill 
worth?  They  sa.id  it  was  too  small,  too  limited.  Well,  he 
agreed  that  it  had  got  the  London  stamp,  and  the  London 
Stamp  was  a  bad  Stamp.  It  had  had  10  be  drafted  to  suit 
English  prejudices  as  well  as  to  suit  Irish  needs.  But 
there  was  one  splendid  thing  about  infants — they  grew  up. 
This  wa;s  a  small  Bill,  but  it  had  in  it  the  principle  Of 
growth.  This  Bill,  once  lodged  in  the  fruitful  soil  of  Irish 
feeling,  would  grow  and  attract  to  itself  the  prestige  of 
success,  proving  in  practice  that  it  added  to  the  welfare  of 
every  Irishman  and  inflicted  injustice  on  none.  This  Bill 
would  in  due  course  and  time  of  Providence  grow  to  a 
fuller  stature  than  it  now  held.  The  principle  of  growth 
was  there  in  the  Bill,  printed  upon  the  face  of  it,  and  he 
who  runs  may  read.  All  he  would  s^y  to  the  critics  of  the 
Bill,  because  of  its  limitations,  was  that  given  a  fair  chance 
this  acorn  would  grow  to  an  oak  tree." — Freeman's  Jour- 
nal, March  10,  1913. 

So  Mr.  Farrell,  M.P.,  speaking  at  the  a.tmual  meeting  of 
the  South  Longford  Executive  of  the  United  Irish  League,  was 
compelled  to  apologise  for  the  measure,  which  he  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  — 

"  As  Parnell  had  said,  '  No  man  can  define  the  limits  of 
a  nation's  progress,'  and,  by  beginning  at  the  beginning 
when  they  got  their  powers  into  working  order,  they  would 
find  they  would  be  able  to  do  a  grea.t  deal  more  than  was 
set  out  in  the  four  corners  of  the  Bill." — Freeman's  Journal, 
March  5,  1913. 

The  Automatic  Process. 

Mr.  John  E.  Redmond.  M.P.,  speaking  at  the  St.  Patrick's 
Night  Banquet,  held  on  March  17,  1913,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil, 
London,  said  :  — 
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11  We  Irishmen,  and  Irishwomen  have  got  to  possess 
our  souls  in  patience  for  a  few  months  more,  and  the 
automatic  process  — because  that  is  all  it  means  now — if 
all  remains  well,  will  have  run  its  course,  and  then  the 
Home  Rule  Bill  %vill  be  the  law  of  the  land." — Freeman's 
Journal,  March  18,  1913. 

In  Whom  to  Trust. 

Cold  comfort  for  the  Irish  minority  from  Mr.  T.  W.  Rus- 
sell.    In  Dublin  his  advice  was  that — 

"  The  minority  must  trust  to  their  merits  and  to  the 
honour  of  the  men  who  would  constitute  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment."— Freeman's  Journal,  February  28,   1913. 
What  are  the  qualities  of  the  men  in  whose   "  honour  " 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  advises  the  Irish  minority  to  put  their  trust  2 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  shall  tell  us  himself.     Speaking  in  Belfast 
in  October,  1887,  he  said:  — 

"  These  men  (Irish  Nationalists)  will  stop  at  nothing. 
They  will  break  all  the  Ten  Commandments.  They  will 
tell  lies  by  the  million  if  the  cause  demands  it.  The  idea 
of  handing  over  the  government  of  Ireland  to  people  cap- 
able of  such  things  in  public  life  is  little  short  of  madness. 
I  should  like  to  know  who  or  what  would  be  safe  in  their 
hands." — Reprinted  in  Northern  Whig,  September  27, 
1911. 

Dublin  Corporation  for  the  Boycott. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  held  on  March  10, 

1913,  Mr.  D.  J.  Cogan  moved:  — 

"  That  this  Council  approves  of  the  action  of  the  General 
Council  in  refusing  to  accept  the  scheme  of  secondary  school 
scholarships  published  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  hopes  a 
conference  may  be  held  without  delay  between  the  General 
Council,  the  Irish  Government,  and  the  Irish  members  of 
Parliament,  with  a  view  to  arriving  at  a  working  arrange- 
ment that  will  be  satisfactory  to  every  interest  concerned, 
and  thus  secure  to  Ireland  the  grant  of  £10,000  per  annum 
already  promised.  The  resolution  was  adopted."- — Irish 
Times,  March  11,  1913. 
The  story  of  the  Nationalist  boycott  of  Trinity  College  and 

Belfast  University,  denounced  by  Mr.   John   Dillon,  is  told  in 

Irish  Facts  for  March,  pages  195-6. 

An  Intolerant  Priest. 

In  celebration  of  St.  Patrick1  s  Day,  the  Freeman's  Journal 
(March   17,    1913)  reports  that  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hiber- 
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niaiis,    Dublin    divisions,    gave   their    first   annual    dinner    on 
March   15  in  the  Aberdeen  Hall,  Gresham  Hotel. 

The  first  toast,  that -of  the  Pope,  v/as  suitably  given  by 
Mr.  Robert  Keely,  P.L.G. 

Very  Rev.  Dr.  Butler,  O.C.C.,  in  responding,  made  the 
following  charitable  references  to  the  Unionist  minority  in 
Ireland  :  — 

"  There  were  two  great  secret  oath-bound  societies  in 
Ireland,  one  was  that  rotten  faction  called  the  Orange 
Society,  who  had  ever  displayed,  from  their  origin  to  the 
present  moment,  the  most  intense,  innate  hatred  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  of  Ireland  the  Fatherland.  The  other 
secret  society  was  that  of  the  Freemasons,  whose  history 
outside  Ireland,  or  at  any  rate  in  other  lands  in  the  past, 
and  whose  record  at  the  present,  fully  following  up  the  old 
one,  was  marked  by  injustice,  by  robbery  of  the  Church, 
by  intolerance,  by  Atheism,  by  murder,  by  revolution.  .  . 
' '  These  two  fell  societies  .... 

"  That  great  secret  oath-bound  society  of  Freemasons 
was  an  ever-present  danger  to  fair  play  and  justice  in  the 

country 

"  The  rotten  Orange  Society.   .   .    . 

"  They  were  a  poor,  discredited,  miserable,  dis- 
gruntled faction  that  one  could  count  on  his  fingers,  disap- 
pointed politicians,  men  with  swelled  heads,  poor  men  who 
had  been  disappointed  and  who  saw,  in  the  near  future, 
fading  visions  of  Bench  and  Bar.  .  .  ."—Freeman's 
Journal,  March  17,  1913 

Reading  this  outburst — so  free  from  the  laborious  profes- 
sions of  toleration  which  decorate  the  speeches  of  Mr.  John 
Redmond  and  his  followers  in  England — it  is  not  difficult  to 
appreciate  the  refusal  of  the  Irish  Unionists  to  be  ruled  by 
those  of  whom  Dr.  Butler  is  so  eloquent  a  member. 

More  Threat?. 

Ministerial  attempts  to  frighten  Great  Britain  into  grant- 
ing Home  Rule  by  threats  of  the  violence  to  follow  its  defeat, 
tc  which  attention  was  drawn  in  the  March  number  of  Irish 
Facts,  are  being  followed  up  by  Mr.  John  Redmoad,  M.P,, 
who  said  in  an  interview  in  the  Manchester  Guardian 
(March  7.  1913):- 

"  In  Ireland,  the  old  spirit  of  marked  hostility  has 
gone  altogether.  The  anti-British  and  anti-Empire  feel- 
ing has  died  down.  Not,  remember,  that  it  is  yet  dead. 
Were  anything  to  happen  at  the  last  moment  to  baulk  Ire- 
land of  Home  Rule  it  would  revive  in  a  more  accentuated 
form  than  we  have  ever  known  in  the  past." 
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Temporary  Restraint. 

Mr.  Richard  M'Ghee,  M.P.,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the 

Mid-Tyrone  Executive  of  the  United  Irish  League,  at  Omagh, 

on  March  1,  said:  — 

"  The  Irish  people  had  shown  two  qualities  in  a  remark- 
able degree — patience  and  loyalty  to  their  ca^use  and  their 
Party,  and  these  two  qualities  would  be  absolutely  essential 
until  about  the  month  of  June  next  year.  And  then  '  You 
can  let  yourselves  go.'  '  — Ulster  Herald,  March  8,  1913. 
After  June,  1914,  the  Irish  Unionists  know  what  to  expect. 

The  present  restriction  on  Home  Rulers'   actions  then  will  be 

withdrawn. 

A  "Safe  Place." 

Illustrating  the  "  course  of  justice  "  in  Nationalist  parts  of 
Ireland,  the  following  incident  from  the  Galway  Spring 
Assizes  on  March  18,  1913,  is  of  interest:  — 

At  the  Assizes  a  man,  Peter  White,  pleaded  "  Not 
guilty  "  to  an  indictment  charging  him  with  assaulting 
and  wounding  Patrick  M'Donogh  on  January  14  last. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  the  jury  retired,  and,  after 
a  short  absence,  returned,  and  asked  the  Judge  to  tell 
them  what  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bohan  was.  The  Judge 
having  repeated  the  evidence,  they  retired  again,  and 
after  over  an  hour's  absence,  returned  with  a  verdict  of 
"  Not  guilty  "  on  all  counts. 

"  The  jury  have  let  you  off,  White,"  said  his  lordship 
in  discharging  the  prisoner.  "  The  Dock  in  Calway  is  a 
very  safe  place  to  stand." 

Full  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Connaught  Triitbue, 
March  22,  1913. 

Walsh's  Fort :  The  Last  Scene. 

Readers  of  the  article  "  After  Walsh's  Fort  "  in  the  March 
issue  of  "  Irish  Facts  "  will  read  with  interest  the  following 
question  and  answer  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  19, 
1913:- 

MR.  STAVELEY-HILL  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  what  decision  the  Congested  Districts  Board  have 
come  to  in  respect  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Richard  J. 
Walsh  to  be  secretary  and  supervisor  of  the  Castleisland 
Parish  Committee  for  the  year  1912-1913? 

MR.  RUSSELL:  Perhaps  the  hon.  gentleman  will  allow 
nie  to  answer  the  question  ?  Mr.  Walsh  has  withdrawn 
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from  his  candidature  for  the  posts  of  secretary  and  super- 
visor of  the  Castleisland  Parish  Committee  for  the  ensuing 
year. — Parliamentary  Debates,  col.  1038. 

A  Dissentient  Liberal. 

The  Hon.  T.  C.  Agar-Robartes,  Liberal  M.P.  for  St. 
Austell,  speaking  at  Grampound  on  March  3,  1913,  on  the 
Home  Rule  Bill,  said:  — 

"  He  desired  to  touch  on  the  speeches  he  made  and 
the  votes  he  gave  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  ha^ 
always  realised  and  maintained,  and  he  was  still  conceited 
enough!  to  believe  he  was  right,  that  they  could  not  really 
reconcile  Ireland,  that  they  could  not  have  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  Ireland  as  an  established  fact,  until  they  had  got 
over  what  were  to  his  mind  two  great  cardinal  difficulties 
They  were,  to  his  mind,  two  cardinal  difficulties  which  must 
be  solved  before  thev  could  expect  to  see  peace  and  good- 
will reigning  in  Ireland. 

"The  first  difficulty,  in  his  opinion,  was  this:  they 
must  calm  what  he  might  describe  as  the  hyper-sensitive 
feelings  of  the  Protestants  in  North-East  Ulster.-  They 
were  a  race  different  in  history  and  religion,  different  in 
almost  every  way  to  the  majority  of  the  Irish  people.  He 
suggested  in  the  amendment  which  he  moved  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  the  only  way  to  solve  that  difficulty  was 
to  give  them  separate  treatment,  give  them  an  opportunity 
of  contracting-out  of  the  scheme  of  Home  Rule.  Then,  if 
the  Irish  Parlia.tnent  was  indeed  what  it  was  suggested  it 
would  be,  tolerant  and  working  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland 
as  a  whole,  then  this  population  in  North-East  Ulster,  who 
were  Protestants,  would  see  that  they  were  mistaken,  and 
would  come  in  and  work  for  the  good  of  Ireland  as  a 
whole.  Personally,  he  did  not  believe  they  could  ever  hope 
this  Bill  to  be  a  success  by  using  it  to  coerce  a  strong  and 
vigorous  minority  and  putting  them  in  the  power  of  a  great 
majority.  It  was  not,  he  believed,  by  that  means  that  they 
could  bring  that  pea.ce  and  prosperity  to  Ireland  which 
they  all  desired  to  see. 

"  That  was  his  deliberate  opinion,  and  it  was  an 
opinion  which  was  fortified  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill 
by  no  less  a  person  than  Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  also  by  Sir  Edward  Grey,  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs.  Sir  Edward  Grey  said  if 
Ulster  rejected  the  sohition  which  was  offered  to  them  by 
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the  Home  Kule  Bill,  then  some  other  mea.us  would  have  to 
be  found  for  settling  the  Irish  question.  Surely  it  must 
be  a  fair  question  to  put  to  any  constituency  in  England, 
any  Nonconformist  constituency,  or,  indeed,  any  constitu- 
ency throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  England : 
'  Would  you  like  to  be  suddenly  put  under  the  government 
of  a  Parliament  in  which  the  large  majority  would  be 
Roman  Catholics  ?  '  He  ha^d  not  the  slightest  doubt,  if 
that  was  the  question  which  was  asked  in  any  constituency 
in  England,  the  answer  would  certainly  be  in  the  nega- 
tive, more  especially  when  they  took  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  there  had  been  in  the  past — and  there  wap,  he  re- 
gretted to  say,  bitter  hostility  between  these  two  contend- 
ing factions — hostility  which  had  been  carefully  nurtured 
and  sedulously  preached  by  both  sides.  There  were  very 
few  constituencies  in  England  which  would  care  to  be  put 
under  the  heel  or  in  the  power  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Parlia- 
ment. Tha.t  was  one  cardinal  point. 

'  The  other  cardinal  point  he  did  not  consider  was  of 
such  vital  importance.  If  they  were  going  to  give  so-called 
justice  to  Ireland  by  giving  them  control  and  management 
of  their  own  local  affairs,  surely  they  ought  equally  at  the 
same  time  to  give  justice  to  England.  If  they  werei  going 
to  assist  Irela.nd  with  their  money,  and  give  them  com- 
plete control  over  their  own  domestic  affairs,  then  at  the 
same  time  they  ought  to  retain  in  their  own  hands  in  Eng- 
land complete  control  of  their  own  domestic  affairs.  That, 
in  his  opinion,  was  entirely  unanswerable.  It  seemed  to 
him  only  fair  and  common-sense  justice  to  an  English  elec- 
torate. He  represented  ?.n  English  electorate,  and  he  cer- 
tainly maintained  that  when  they  wanted  to  deal  with  ques- 
tions that  interested  his  constituents,  such  as  education  and 
licensing,  the  Irish  members  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
vote  them  down.  Liberals  had  had  bitter  experience  in  the 
past  of  the  hostility  of  the  Irish  Party  to  all  educational 
reforms  on  lines  demanded  by  Nonconformists.  The  Liberal 
Party  had  also  had  bitter  experience  in  the  past,  when 
licensing  had  been  before  the  House  of  Commons,  of  find- 
ing the  Irish  Party  agajnst  it.  They  had  to  keep  the  Irish 
members  in  their  numbers  at  present  owing  to  the  Act  of 
Union,  but  if  they  were  godng  to  tear  up  the  Act  of  Union, 
as  would  be  done  if  the  Home  Rule  Bill  became  law,  thev 
ousrht  not  to  allow  forty-two  members  to  interfere  with 
affairs  in  England.  Forty-two  members  could  decide  the 
fate  of  a  Government:  thev  could  make  and  unmake 
Governments.  He  had  no  objection  to  a  sm?.ll  delegation 
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of  five  or  six  coming  from  Ireland  in  order  to  express  their 
views  on  Irish  affairs,  but  forty-two,  perhaps  holding  the 
balance  of  power  and  being  able  to  turn  out  a  Government; 
were  a  danger  to  the  political  life  of  English  people.  They 
would  be  able  to  hold  up  a  pistol  to  the  head  of  any 
Government  with  a  small  majority  and  say,  '  Your  money 
or  your  life.'  They  would  be  able  to  take  unwarrantable 
liberties  in  English  domestic  affairs.  They  would  be  able, 
at  the  English  expense,  to  soap  their  flannel  with  our  soap 
in  one  hand,  and  with  the  other  they  would  be  squeezing 
our  sponge.  That  was  a  situation  the  English  electorate 
ought  certainly  to  consider  far  more  carefully  than  they 
seem  to  have  done  in  the  pa,st." — Plymouth  Western  Mer- 
cury, March  5,  1913. 

Progressive  Ireland. 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  M.P.,  speaking  at  the  St.  Patrick's  Day 
demonstration  at  Leeds,  on  March  16,  1913,  said:  — 

"  In  that  period  of  ten  years  they  had  seen  two- 
thirds  of  the  land  of  Ireland  transferred  from  the  land- 
lord class  to  the  tillers  of  the  soil.  They  had  seen  50,000 
wretched  hovels  unfit  for  human  habitation  disappear,  and 
50,000  labourers'  cottages  erected  on  their  foundations. 
250,000  Irish  families  were  now  comfortably  housed  in 
clean,  well-lighted  and  sanitary  dwellings. 

"  To-day,  thanks  to  a  Government  which  was  largely 
Nonconformist,  they  had  an  Irish  Catholic  University  in 
Ireland.  .  .  .  The  Old  Age  Pensions  Act  was  another 
marvellous  and  beneficent  measure  of  reform.  It  had 
wrought  a  mighty  change  over  Ireland. — Freeman's 
Journal,  March  17,  1913. 

Praise  for  Unionist  Work. 

At  the  Kerry  Spring  Assizes,  in  his  address  to  the  Grand 
Jury,  Judge  Ross  said  :  — 

"  The  peace  that  prevails  in  this  country  is  largely  due 
to  the  action  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act,  whose  development 
everybody  who  loves  his  country  would  wish  to  see." — Cork 
Free  Press,  March  7,  1913. 

A  "Splendid  Example." 

"  The  Local  Government  Act  had  been  in  operation 
for  fourteen  years,  and  had  been  a  splendid  example  of  the 
capacity  for  government  of  the  Irish  people." — Mr.  J. 
Devlin,1  M.P.,  at  Leeds,  March  16,  1913. 
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At  Cavau  Assizes,  cm  March  4,  1913,  aii  action  for  assault 
aud  battery  was  heard,  in  which  the  plaintiff  was  John  Law- 
rence M' Govern,  a  tenant  on  the  Morley  estate,  and  the  defen- 
dants Patrick  Carrigan,  Michael  Maguire,  James  M.  Dolan, 
Charles  Dolan,  and  Francis  M'Hugh.  Opening  the  case,  Mr. 
Henry,  K.C.,  speaking  for  the  plaintiff,  described  the  scene  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Enniskillen  (No.  2)  Rural  District 
Council :  — • 

' '  Carrigan,  rising  to  his  feet,  struck  the  table  in  a 
threatening  way,  made  a  wild  rush  at  John  Lawrence 
M' Govern,  and  struck  him  a  violent  blow  on  the  chest. 
M' Govern  put  up  his  hand  by  way  of  warding  off  the  blow, 
but  he  immediately  got  another  blow  in  the  face.  His 
whip  was  knocked  out  of  his  hand,  and  the  other  four 
defendants  who  came  to  the  assistance  of  Carrigan,  engaged 
in  the  attack.  The  five  men  belaboured  the  plaintiff  in  a 
most  brutal  manner.  One  struck  him  with  the  whip, 
others  with  sticks,  more  with  their  fists,  and  when  he  was 
on  the  ground  they  kicked  him  all  over  the  body. 

"  It  was  a  most  disgraceful  scene  to  have  occurred  at 
a  Council  meeting.  M'Govern  was  in  a  very  bad  way.  The 
stroke  of  the  whip  or  ash-plant  that  he  received  on  th? 
nose  inflicted  a  very  severe  gash.  He  was  cut  above  the 
forehead,  cut  about  the  ear,  cut,  in  fact,  all  over  his  face. 
He  bled  profusely.  One  man  actually  stood  upon  a  table 
and  swiped  away  with  an  ash-plant,  and  but  for  one  of  the 
district  councillors  who,  in  his  effort  to  save  M'Govern,  re- 
sorted to  the  expedient  of  holding  a  chair  over  his  head 
to  intercept  the  blows  from  the  sticks  and  the  whips, 
plaintiff  would  have  sustained  even  more  severe  injuries, 
though  the  beating  he  got  was  bad  enough.  Ultimately 
others  came  to  his  aid,  and  he  was  rescued.  During  the 
pandemonium  the  police  were  sent  for.  .  .  . 

"  The  fact  of  the  occurrence  taking  place  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Rural  District  Council,  and  in  a  place  devoted  to 
the  transaction  of  public  business,  rendered  it  a  very  out- 
rageous assault,  indeed.  It  was  suggested  that  the  defen- 
dants acted  in  self-defence.  The  fact  of  five  attacking  one 
made  short  work  of  that  suggestion." — Jrixli  Post  anff 
We  fitly  Telegraph,  March  8,  1913. 

Radical  W.P.  on  Irish  Poverty. 

Wo  take  the  following  extract  from  "  England's  Wealth- 
Ireland's  Poverty,"  by  the  Right  Hon.  T.  Lough.  M.P.  Its 
interest  is  in  its  attribution  of  Irish  poverty  not  to  the  Union — 
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as  so  many  Home  Rulers  allege — but  to  the  Free  Trade  policy 
of  the  United  Kingdom.     He  writes:  — 

"But  as  the  famine  receded  the  effects  of  the 
Free  Trade  Policy  began  to  operate,  and  the  country 
had  not  long  to  wait  to  discover  in  the  movement 
>hieh  was  carrying  riches  and  prosperity  to  Great 
Britain,  the  certain  signs  of  further  trial  and  dis- 
aster for  her.  The  population,  insufficiently  fed  and 
housed,  could  not  be  expected  to  refuse  admission  to  the 
cheap  and  inferior  food  and  clothes  which  began  to  be 
thrust  in  at  all  the  ports.  The  growing  of  wheat  com- 
menced to  decay,  the  corn  mills  in  every  village,  which 
had  supplied  the  wants  of  the  people  from  time  imme- 
morial became  idle  and  fell  into  ruins.  The  local  indus- 
tries which  had  abounded  in  every  part  of  the  country  were 
destroyed  by  the  competition  of  the  manufacturing  towns 
in  Great  Britain.  Every  class  of  Irish  producer  saw  its 
prosperity  undermined  and  ruin  staring  it  in  the  face. 
One  cannot  look  back  at  that  period  in  which  the  fate  of 
the  country  for  the  next  half  century  was  decided,  with- 
out seeing  what  good  might  have  been  accomplished  if  even 
a  little  consideration  had  been  extended.  The  nation  col- 
lectively could  have  lived  better,  if  not  more  cheaply,  if  it 
had  continued  to  grow  its  own  food  and  make  its  own 
clothes.  But  the  trader  with  cheap  foreign  goods  to  offer 
appealed  to  the  individual  consumer,  and  thus  the  home 
market  for  each  class  of  producers  was  gradually  spoiled. — 
"  England's  Wealth — Ireland's  Poverty,"  pages  47-8. 

A  Republic  Demanded. 

From  the  Cork  Constitution  (March  8,  1913):  — 
"  Major  "  M'Bride,  addressing  a  meeting  in  the  Sinn  Fein 
Hall,  Dublin,  said  that  this  Home  Rule  Bill  would  not  be  "  a 
charter  of  liberty"  :  it  would  be  what  it  wajS  intended  to  be — 
another,  and  more  dangerous,  form  of  British  domination  in 
Ireland,  another  ch'ain  to  bind  our  country  more  firmly  and 
more  closely  to  England.  Emmet  did  not  want  Dublin  Castle, 
nor  did  they  want  it;  but  the  Irish  Party  accepted  Dublin 
Castle  with  all  its  unsavoury  traditions,  with  its  highly-paid 
Governor,  its  Union  Jacks,  and  all  the  other  emblems  of  British 
Imperialism,  as  part  and  parcel  of  Ireland's  "great  charter  of 
liberty." 

Even  under  Home  Rule,  he  continued,  they  were  to  have 
Dublin  Castle,  ajad  he  would  be  surprised  if  those  young  men 
of  Ireland  who  believed  in  the  absolute  independence  of  their 
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country  did  not  rise  up  in  protest  against  this  bartering  of  their 
birthright.  Nationalism  was  never  at  a  lower  ebb  than  at  pre- 
sent, and  it  was  necessary  that  other  means  for  safeguarding 
their  nationhood  should  be  adopted  than  of  dancing  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons  to  the  tune  of  Piper  Birrell.  The 
sooner  they  returned  to  the  ideals  of  Emmet  the  better.  Wha*t 
did  he  propose  to  offer  in  place  of  the  work  of  the  last  30  years  ? 
He  would  answer  in  the  words  of  Emmet :  — 

"  In  calling  on  our  countrymen  to  come  forward,  we  feel 
ourselves  bound  at  the  sajne  time  to  justify  our  claim  to 
their  confidence  by  a  precise  declaration  of  our  views.  We 
therefore  solemnly  declare  that  our  object  is  to  establish  a 
free  and  independent  Republic,  and  that  the  pursuit  of  this 
object  we  will  relinquish  only  with  our  lives,  and  we  will 
never  abandon  our  posts  till  the  acknowledgment  of  its  in- 
dependence is  obtained  from  England,  and  we  will  enter 
into  no  negotiations  with  the  Government  of  England  while 
a  British  soldier  remains  in  Ireland." 
That  was  the  policy  he  recommended  them  to  adopt. 

Limited  Loyalty. 

From  the  3>w'  Ross  Standard  (March  21,  1913):  — 

"  While  everyone  will  rejoice  with  the  National  leaders 
at  the  prospect  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  becoming  law  early 
next  year,  and  while  all  can  understand  the  tone  of  elation 
that  pervades  their  public  utterances,  many  people  cannot 

understand  all  the  professions  of  future  ultra  loyalty 
that  are  made  from  time  to  time  on  behalf  of  the 

Irish  people.  Whatever  may  be  the  attitude  adopted  by 
the  Irish  people  in  the  future  towards  the  Empire — it  will 
not  be  as  bitter  and  hostile  as  it  used  to  be — many  think  that 
the  professions  of  ultra  loyalty  made  in  their  name  from 
time  to  time  are  going  rather  too  far.  We  can  make  every 
allowance  for  our  leaders'  onerous  position  at  the  present 
time,  but  many  people  think  that  there  is  no  need  to  go  so 
far  as  some  have  gone,  that  though  the  Home  Rule  Bill 
will  give  Ireland  much  that  she  needs  and  place  her  in  a 
position  very  much  in  advance  of  her  present  situation,  it 
is  not,  after  all,  such  a  sweeping  measure  as  to  evoke  ex- 
travagant professions  of  gratitude  and  pledges  of  loyalty 
to  the  Empire,  and  forgetfulness  of  the  past,  as  some  people 
appear  to  think.  That  it  will  remove  much  of  the  hostile 
feeling  towards  England  that  has  existed  in  Ireland  for 
centuries  it  is  only  natural  to  expect — for  it  is  a  very  big 
instalment  of  justice — but  that  it  will  completely  delete  all 
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memories  of  the  past,  and  transform  the  people  of -Ireland 
all  at  once  into  the  out-and-out  loyalists  and  Empire  up- 
holders that  some  think  is  very  questionable.  Moderation 
is  to  be  recommended  in  all  things,  even  in  speech." 

A  Nationalist  reply  to  Mr.   John  Redmond's  extravagant 
bursts  of  Imperial  sentiments  recently  made  on  English  pla. 
forms. 

Ex-President  Roosevelt,  Home  Ruler. 

Pat.  Ford,  the  "  known  advocate  of  crime  and  the  use  of 
dynamite"  (Parnell  Commission)  publishes  the  following  letter 
from  ex-President  Roosevelt:  — 

' '  The  Outlook, 

"  287,  Fourth  Avenue, 

"  New  York   City. 
"  DEAR  ME.  FORD  : 

"  I  welcome  the  passage  of  the  Home  Rule  measure 
through  the  British  House  of  Commons,  which,  as  I  under- 
stand the  situation  now,  means  the  practical  certainty  that 
it  will  ultimately  be  adopted.  I  feel  that  the  enactment 
into  law  of  this  measure,  backed  as  it  is  by  a  majority  of 
the  British  Members  of  Parliament,  and  accepted  with  ab- 
solute unanimity  by  Irish  Nationalists,  bids  fair  to  estab- 
lish goodwill  among  the  English-speaking  peoples.  This 
has  been  prevented  more  than  by  any  other  one  thing  by 
this  unhappy  feud  between  Ireland  and  England,  a  feud 
that  has  raged  for  centuries,  a/id  the  settlement  of  which 
I  most  earnestly  hope  and  believe  will  be  a  powerful  con- 
tribution to  the  peace  of  the  world,  based  on  international 
justice  and  goodwill.  I  earnestly  feel  that  the  measure  is 
as  much  in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  as  of  Irela.nd. 
"  Sincerely  yours, 

"  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT." 
— Irish  WorU,  February  22,  1913. 

Secretary  of  State  Bryan  Also. 

He  also  publishes  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Bryan, 
dated  shortly  before  he  became  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Presi- 
dent Woodrow's  Cabinet:  — 

"Miami,  Florida, 

"  February  7,  1913. 
'  MY  DEAR  MR.  FORD  : 

'  Your  favour  at  hand.  You  are  right  in  assuming 
that  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  fight  that  is  being  ma.de 
to  secure  Home  Rule  for  Ireland.  Mrs.  Bryan  and  I  read 
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together,  a  year  ago  this  winter,  Morley's  Life  of  Glad- 
stone, and  were  especially  interested  in  the  account  therein 
given  of  Gladstone's  efforts  in  behalf  of  Home  Rule. 

"  I  am  very  much  gratified  with  the  progress  that  the 
Bill  is  marking,  and  noted  with  pleasure  the  gain  made  by 
the  Home  Rule  advocates  in  an  Ulster  district  a  few  days 
ago. 

'  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
the  Bill  to  discuss  it,  but  rejoice  that  this  long-standing 
question  is  about  to  be  settled  on  a  basis  of  justice  to  the 
Irish  people,  and,  as  I  believe,  with  benefit  to  the  people 
of  Great  Britain. 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"  W.  J.  BRYAN." 
—Irish  World,  February  22,  1913. 

Mr.  Bryan  has  followed  up  his  letter  with  a  speech  at  Wash- 
ington at  a  St.  Patrick's  Day  banquet  made  after  he  became 
Secretary  of  State.  The  Standard  (March  19)  quotes  the  fol- 
lowing reports  of  his  speech:  — 

"  The  degradation  of  the  House  of  Lords  is  due  to  its 
opposition  to  the  Home  Rule  Bill,  which  has  brought  about 
an  Amendment  to  the  English  Constitution,  making  the 
concurrence  of  the  Lords  unnecessary  after  the  Bill  had 
passed  the  Commons  a  second  time.  The  Irish  can  point 
to  this  as  one  of  the  greatest  achievements  in  history,  hav- 
ing brought  to  a  virtual  end  hereditary  rule  in  the  British 
Empire.  Within  two  years  the  Irish  all  over  the  world 
can  celebrate  Ireland's  freedom." — IVashinf/ton  Post. 

"  The  Irish  people  were  the  factor  in  a  contest  that  is 
world-wide  when  the  House  of  Lords  stepped  down  and 
admitted  that  the  English  people  would  speak,  not  through 
heredity,  but  through  the  people  they  had  elected  to  power. 
Then  was  an  end  of  the  rule  of  heredity.  Ireland  has  linker! 
herself  in  a  very  emphatic  way  with  the  movement  for  popu- 
lar government  that  is  at  work  throughout  the  world. 
People  who  are  fighting  for  Home  Rule  are  fighting  a  world- 
wide battle,  and  those  who  oppose  it  are  ignorant  that  they 
are  opposing  such  a  world-wide  movement.  Thus  does  truth 
aid  truth,  and  wrong  destroy  wrong." — Washington 
HtraJd. 
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HOME     RULE     FINANCE. 


Points   for   Speakers   on  the   Bill. 


In  the  following  paragraphs  some  of  the  financial  provi- 
sions of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  are  briefly  examined  and  criticised. 

Imperial  Contribution. 

Under  the  Bill  Ireland  is  not  called  upon  to  pay  any  con- 
tribution towards  the  cost  of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Imperial 
services  until  her  revenue  and  expenditure  balance. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  says  that  this  is  a  "  remote  contingency." 
(Parliamentary  Debates,  May  2,  1912.  Col.  2085.) 

If  ever  this  does  occur,  110  provision  is  made  for 
Ireland  contributing  any  particular  amount  or  proportion  as 
an  Imperial  contribution.  The  Bill  says  that  it  shall  be  "a 
proper  contribution." 

Previous  Home  Rule  Bills  both  provided  for  an  Irish  con- 
tribution towards  Imperial  expenditure,  though  Ireland  was 
less  prosperous  and  wealthy  than  now. 

Representation  without  Taxation. 

Although  Ireland  will  not  pay  a  penny  towards  the  cost  of 
Imperial  services  for  some  undefined  period,  her  representatives 
in  the  House  of  Commons  at  Westminster  will  have  as  much 
right  to  speak  and  vote  money  for  those  services  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  British  taxpayers  who  have  to  meet  the  whole 
cost. 

This  is  representation  without  taxation. 

Taxation  without  Representation. 

The  Home  Rule  Bill  calls  upon  the  British  taxpayer  to  meet 
the  present  deficit  of  Irish  revenue  (£1,531,000  a  year)  and  to 
provide  Ireland  with  pocket  money  (£500,000  a  year,  decreasing 
after  three  years'  by  £50,000  to  £200,000). 

The  British  taxpayer  must  find  this  money,  at  the  begin- 
ning over  £2,000,000  a  year :  but  he  will  have  no  voice  in  saying 
how  it  shall  be  spent.  It  will  be  spent  by  the  Irish  members  of 
the  Dublin  Parliament  in  which  no  British  representatives  sit. 

This  is  taxation  without  representation. 

The  Tax  Collector. 

The  Irish  Parliament  will  not  be  allowed  to  collect  its 
own  taxes.     This  popular  work  will  be  done  by  Imperial  officials 
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who  will  also  collect  th,e  Imperial  taxes  in  Ireland.  The  cost 
of  collecting  Irish  taxes  will  be  paid  by  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  British  taxpayer.  The  Irish  Parliament  will  only  pay 
for  collecting  Irish  taxes,  if  the  Imperial  Parliament  thinks  that 
the  cost  of  collection  is  excessive  when  compared  with  the  revenue 
derived  from  them. 

The  Transferred  Sum. 

The  Imperial  Parliament  will  continue  to  impose  Imperial 
taxes  on  Ireland. 

But  whatever  the  revenue  from  Imperial  taxes  in  Ireland, 
there  will  be  transferred  to  the  Irish  Parliament  every  year  a 
sum  called  the  Transferred  Sum,  which  is  made  up  of:  (a)  the 
net  cost  of  Irish  .services  transferred  to  the  Irish  Parliament ; 
(b)  a  grant  of  £500,000  a  year  for  three  years,  then  decreasing 
by  £50,000  a  year  to  £200,000  ;  (c)  the  proceeds  of  taxes  imposed 
by  the  Irish  Parliament. 

This  sum,  subject  to  certain  deductions  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  is  guaranteed  to  the  Irish  Parliament. 

So  that  if  the  revenue  derived  from  Imperial  taxes  in  Ire- 
land decreases  either  by  natural  causes  or  by  reduction  of  taxes, 
the  British  taxpayer  must  make  it  up  to  the  amount  guaranteed 
as  a  result  of  the  provisions  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill. 

The  Bill,  therefore,  imposes  upon  the  British  taxpayer  a 
further  possible  liability  of  indefinite  amount. 

No  Saving's  for  British  Taxpayer. 

Although  the  Home  Rule  Bill  gives  Ireland  the  net  cost  of 
existing  Irish  services,  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment to  continue  those  services. 

It  is  said  that  Ireland  is  governed  upon  extravagant  lines, 
and  that  great  savings  can  be  made.  Mr.  John  Redmond  prom- 
ised to  govern  Ireland  easily  at  half  the  present  expenditure 
(Drumkeerin,  October  27,  1907). 

The  Bill  prevents  the  Imperial  taxpayer  sharing  in  this 
economy.  Whatever  savings  can  be  made  on  existing  services 
will  go  to  the  benefit  of  the  Irish  taxpayer. 

The  Imperial  taxpayer  will  go  on  paying  at  the  same  rate, 
so  far  as  Irish  administration  is  concerned  as  now.  No  econo- 
mies and  savings  in  Irish  services  will  benefit  the  British  tax- 
payer. 

This  is  unjust  to  him.  A  particular  example  is  that  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary.  After  six  years  it  will  be  taken  over 
by  the  Irish  Government.  The  Irish  Government  are  free  to, 
and  probably  will,  disband  the  force  altogether — but  the  Im- 
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perial  taxpayer  will  have  to  go  on  paying  over  to  Ireland  the 
cost  of  the  Constabulary,  a  force  which  may  not  even  be  in 
existence  ! 

The  Loss  Not  Cut. 

Mr.  Birrell  suggested  that  we  should  cut  our  loss  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland.  The  Bill  does  not  do  this.  The  Irish  loss 
which  is  to-day  borne  by  the  British  taxpayer,  will  increase — 

(1)  If  the  revenue   from   Imperial  taxes  in  Ireland  falls  off, 
since  the  Imperial  Treasury  guarantees  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment a  fixed  income,   and  takes  the  Irish  revenue  from 
Imperial  taxes  in  exchange. 

(2)  If  the  cost  of  Imperial  services  increases,  and  Ireland,  as 
now,  pays  no  Imperial  contribution,  or  a  contribution  not 
increasing  with  the  cost  of  the  Imperial  services. 

(3)  If  the  cost  of  the  "reserved"  Irish  services  increases,  as 
it  will,  whilst  they  are  under  the  control  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament. 

Home  Rule  will  Cost  More. 

While  the  Irish  services  that  can  be  cut  down  in  cost,  go 
under  the  control  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  which  will  benefit 
by  the  savings,  the  services  which  will  increase  in  cost  in  the 
near  future  have  to  be  paid  for  by  the  British  taxpayer,  unless 
the  Irish  Parliament  takes  them  over.  It  is  hardly  likely  to  do 
this  whilst  the  cost  is  increasing. 

These  services  form  in  part  the  "  reserved  "  services,  and 
they  are — 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS.  Primrose  Committee.  (Cd.  6153, 
p.  21),  estimate  increase  of  £600,000. 

LAND  PURCHASE.  Officially  estimated  increase,  £450,000. 
(Cd.  6154,  p.  2.). 

NATIONAL  INSURANCE  AND  LABOUR  EXCHANGES.  Officially 
estimated  increase,  £300,000.  (Cd.  6154,  p.  2.). 

Total  increase  over  £1,000,000,  which  does  not  include  cost 
of  collecting  taxes  imposed  by  Irish  Parliament,  normally  to  be 
borne  by  British  taxpayer. 

"Free  Breakfast  Table." 

The  Liberals  profess  themselves  believers  in  the  "  free 
breakfast-table. ' ' 

In  the  Home  Rule  Bill,  as  introduced,  they  gave  the  Irish 
Parliment  power  to  confer  "  a  free  breakfast  table  "  upon  the 
Irish  people,  so  long  as  they  were  ready  to  bear  the  loss  of 
revenue  from  the  reduced  or  abolished  food  duties. 

But  certain  Liberals  objected,  saying  that  if  the  Irish  could 
by  paying  for  it  have  a  "  free  break  fast- table,"  "  our  own 
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people,  just  as  poor,  just  as  deserving  as  the  Irish,  will  feel 
bitterly  the  injustice  of  Ireland  enjoying  untaxed  tea,  sugar, 
tobacco,  drink,  while  they  are  compelled  to  pay  existing,  if  not 
higher,  duties." — Times,  November  28,  1912. 

This,  then,  is  the  sympathy  of  the  Liberals  for  "  110  food 
taxes."  They  will  not  let  the  Irish  have  the  power  to  remove 
the  food  taxes,  although  it  has  always  been  stated  that  the  food 
taxes,  especially  the  tea  duty,  bore  unduly  on  the  Irish,  since 
they  are  large  tea-consumers,  drinking  especially  the  cheaper 
blends. 

The  Irish  Nationalists  have  repeatedly  brought  forward 
this  grievance.  Mr.  Stephen  Gwynn  did  in  1909,  moving  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  September  23,  a  reduction  of  the  tea 
duty. 

During  the  discussion  Irish  Nationalists  expressed  the  fol- 
lowing opinion :  — 
MR.   STEPHEN  GWYNN:  — 

"  Speaking  here  as  an  Irish  member,  we  have  always  pro- 
tested against  the  unduly  heavy  taxation  levied  on  tea, 
which  for  people  in  Ireland,  and  particularly  for  poor  people 
in  Ireland,  is  a  matter  of  necessity." — Parl.  Deb.  Septem- 
ber 23,  1909,  Col.  698. 
MR.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR:— 

'  Tea  has  become  in  Ireland  a  drink  so  frequently  and 
so  universally  used  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
primary  necessities  of  life  in  Ireland." — Parl.  Deb., 
September  23,  1909,  Col.  699. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  deep  Irish  grievance  which  it  was 
open  to  the  Irish  Parliament  by  the  Home  Rule  Bill  as  intro- 
duced to  remedy. 

But  the  Liberal  Government  listened  to  the  protests  of  their 
Liberal  followers.  Calling  themselves  supporters  of  the  "  free 
breakfast-table,"  they  inserted  an  amendment  in  the  Home  Rule 
Bill  forbidding  the  Irish  Parliament  to  reduce  the  duty  on  tea. 
They  forbade  the  Irish  Parliament  removing  this  Irish 
grievance :  but — perhaps  with  a  sense  of  humour — left  it  the 
power  of  increasing  the  duty  on  tea  ! 

The  incident  leads  to  this  question :  What  will  the  Irish 
people  say  when  they  discover  the  helplessness  of  their  Parlia- 
ment to  lighten  the  burden  of  the  tea  duty  ? 

Will  they  not  demand  this  power  and  refuse  to  accept  so 
limited  a  Home  Rule  Bill  as  a  settlement  ? 

The  controversy  instead  of  being:  closed  will  be  still  with 
us  with  increased  bitterness,  for  the  Irish  people  will  harbour  a 
suspicion  of  having  been  misled. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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NEW    IRISH    LAND    BILL. 


More  Money  for  Land  Purchase. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  October  16,  1912,  Mr. 
Birrell  said :  — 

"In  my  judgment,  and  for  the  moment,  and  only  for 
the  moment,  the  completion  of  land  purchase  is  more  im- 
portant than  Home  Rule  itself." — Parliamentary  Debates, 
October  16,  1912.  Col.  1272. 

Previously  he  had  given  a^  promise  in  the  Prime  Minister's 
name  to  deal  with  Irish  Land  Purchase.  He  said:  — 

"  So  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  we  are  absolutely 
committed  to  the  completion  of  land  purchase  at  the 
earliest  possible  day.  .  .  .  What  I  wa^nt  the  House  to 
understand — and  I  am  now  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Prime 
Minister — is  that  we  are  giving  a  most  solemn  pledge  and 
assurance  that  whatever  may  happen  to  this  Bill,  one  way 
or  the  other,  will  in  no  way  affect  the  sense  of  our  obliga- 
tions not  to  leave  land  purchase  in  Ireland  in  the  position 
it  is  at  the  present  moment.  .  .  .  But  the  pledge  I  give 
is  that,  whatever  happens  to  this  Bill,  we  propose  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  to  deal  with  this  subject  on  the 
lines  on  which  we  have  hitherto  dealt  with  it,  not  on  new 
lines,  and  to  carry  out  to  completion  at  the  earliest  possible 
day  a  job  which  is  already  two-thirds  done.  That  is  the 
assurance  which  I  am  authorised  by  the  Prime  Minister  to 
give." — Parliamentary  Debates,  October  16,  1912.  Cols. 
1270-1273. 

The  King's  Speech  for  1913  contained  the  following  para- 
graph :  — 

' '  A  measure  will  be  brought  forward  to  facilitate  the 
progress  and  secure  the  completion  of  land  purchase  in 
Ireland." 

Lord  Crewe,  in  the  debate  which  followed  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  disclosed  to  some  extent  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  It  is  to 
contain  provisions  relating  to  the  finance  of  the  question,  and 
also  to  establish  "  general  compulsion  "  to  sell. 

The  second  principle  is,  of  course,  that  particularly  desired 
by  the  Irish  Nationalists. 

Lord  Crewe 's  words  were:  — 

"  The  noble  Marquess  (Lord  Lansdowne)  noted  that 
we  propose  to  bring  in  a  measure,  the  importance  of  which 
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he  will  no  doubt  realise  as  muck  as  anybody,  dealing  with 
the  difficult  question  of  Irish  land  purchase.  It  seems  to 
me  unavoidable  that  if  we  are  to  pass  a  measure  for  the 
further  facilitation  of  laud  purchase,  that  it  must  be  a 
measure,  generally  speaking,  of  an  agreed  kind.  It  would 
be  vain,  I  think,  for  the  Government  to  attempt  to  force 
through  a  controversial  measure  on  such  a  matter,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  be  able  to  come  together.  If  we  can  secure 
a  final  settlement  of  Irish  land  purchase  in  the  not. very 
distant  future  there  would  be  satisfaction  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.  The  Bill  must  be  largely  financial,  but  it  can- 
not be  wholly  financial,  for  there  are  other  respects  in 
which  the  completion  of  the  work  has  to  be  dealt  with.  I 
think  when  the  question  comes  to  be  examined  we  shall  all 
be  disposed  to  agree  that  the  time  has  come  when,  if  land 
purchase  is  to  be  actually  completed,  in  conjunction  with 
the  fresh  financial  terms  which  will  be  provided,  there  will 
have  to  be  a  measure  of  general  compulsion  put  forward 
for  the  consideration  of  Parliament.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
it  will  reach  a  form  which  both  Houses  of  Parliament  will 
pass." — Times,  March  11,  1913. 

Mr.  Asquith  made  but  a  passing  reference  to  the  measure, 
declining  to  indicate-  "  even  in  the  most  general  language  what 
are  going  to  be  the  provisions  of  the  various  Bills  which  are 
promised  in  the  Speech." 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  has,   however,  said:  — 

"  There  was  another  thing  they  must  get — an  amend- 
ing Irish  Land  Bill.  Of  course,  any  amendment  of  the 
Irish  Land  Purchase  Act  must  mean  money,  and  he  did 
not  think  it  meant  much  else  than  money." — Dublin, 
February  27,  1913. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  reproduce  an  extract 
from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  October  17,  1912,  when  he  said  on  the  question  of  Irish 
development:  — 

"  T  have  said,  in  almost  every  speech  that  I  have 
made  on  this  subject,  that  we  do  mean,  so  long  as  Ireland 
is  an  integral  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  pay  no  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  at  particular  times  particular  ser- 
vices in  Ireland  do  not  pay,  but  to  look  at  it  from  this 
point  of  view,  that  Ireland  is  part  of  our  estate,  that  we 
are  bound  to  develop  that  estate  in  the  best  way  we  can, 
and  to  treat  it  with  preciselv  the  same  generosity  that  we 
would  treat  any  county  in  England  or  Scotland  if  it  were 
in  the  same  position  as  Ireland.  That  is  our  policy,  and 
I  noticed  with  some  surprise  and  some  pleasure  that  the 
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two  hon.  Members  for  Cork  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien  and  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy)  yesterday  referred  to  my  clear  statement  of 
that  policy.  But  I  have  not  received  much  expression  of 
sympathy  from  that  quarter." 

MR.  T.  M.  HEALY:  "  It  was  the  first  chance  we  got." 
MR.  BONAR  LAW:  "From  their  point  of  view  I  can- 
not say  that  I  have  deserved  it,  but  that  is  the  real  point 
of  difference  between  us  and  the  gentlemen  opposite.  So 
long  as  Ireland  is  a  part  in  every  respect  as  Middlesex  is 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  we  will  treat  her  in  the  same  way. 
The  moment  Ireland  chooses  to  set  herself  up  as  a  practi- 
cally independent  kingdom  or  colony  that  moment, 
not  in  any  spirt  of  revenge  because  against  our 
will  they  have  gone  in  for  Home  Rule,  but  simply  on  the 
principle  that  our  first  duty  is  to  our1  own  people,  we  will 
put  them  first,  and  money  will  be  spent  on  Ireland  after- 
wards."— Parliamentary  7)ebates,  October  17,  1912. 
Cols.  1570-1. 

Mr.  John  Redmond's  Views. 

From  the  Manchester  Guardian   (March   17):  — 

"  I  asked  Mr.  Redmond  what  he  had  to  say  on  the 
Government's  promise  in  the  King's  Speech  to  bring  for- 
ward this  session  a  further  Land  Purchase  Bill." 

MR.  REDMOND:  "It  would  be  a  fatal  thing,  if  the 
land  purchase  scheme  were  not  completed,  and  at  as  early 
a  date  as  possible.  It  is  indeed  a  necessary  part  of  the  Home 
Rule  settlement.  Speaking  for  my  own  part  and  for  Irish 
Nationalists  generally,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  most 
generous  terms  possible  offered  to  the  landlords  as  part  of 
that  settlement.  But  I  should  not  support  such  a  course 
without*  conditions.  The  terms  we  shall  be  willing  to  sup- 
port and  to  see  given  them  will  depend  on  their  attitude 
towards  the  passage  into  law  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill.  If 
they  will  help  to  work  the  Act  and  take  their  part  in  the 
new  Constitution,  then  I  am  sure-thev  will  have  nothing 
to  complain  of.  But  if  they  think  they  can  get  very 
generous  terms  and  remain  hostile  to  the  demands  of  the 
Irish  nation  and  to  Home  Rule,  I  assure  them  they  are 
mistaken." 

In  other  words,  Mr.  Redmond  desires  to  bribe  his  political 
opponents  with  British  money  into  accepting  Home  Rule.  He 
offers  them  his  help  in  getting  money  from  the  Imperial  Trea- 
sury if  they  in  return  will  abandon  their  Unionist  convictions. 
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March    1.— The  Earl  of  Dunraven,  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  T.  M 

Healy,  M.P.,  at  Cork. 
March    2.— Mr.  W.  Redmond,  M.P.,  in  Co.  Clare. 

Mr.  Stephen  Gwynn,  M.P.,  at  Galway. 
March    6.— Mr.  J.  Chambers,  K.C.,  M.P.,'  at  Belfast. 
March  10.— Mr.  A.  L.  Homer,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Omagh. 
March  12. — Capt.  J.  Craig,  M.P.,  at  Portsmouth. 
March  14. — Mr.  Godfrey  Locker-Lampson,  M.P.,  at  Dublin. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Staveley-Hill,M.P.,Mr.  W.  Moore,  K.C.,  M.P.,  and 

Mr.  Stewart  Blacker  Quinn,  at  Belfast. 
Mr.  J.  Chambers,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Hillsborough. 
March  16. — St.  Patrick's  Day  Demonstrations — Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P., 

at  Liverpool,  Mr.   J.   Devlin,   M.P.,   at   Leeds,   and  Mr.   W. 

Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Manchester. 
March  17.— Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  and  the  Right  Hon. 

Sir  Joseph  Ward,  St.  Patrick's  Day  Banquet  in  London. 
March  18. — Kendal  By-Election  : — 

Colonel  Weston  (U.)        3261 

Mr.  W.  H.  Somervell  (L.)  . .          . .     2680 


Unionist  majority        . .          . .       581 

March  18. — Houghton-le-Spring  By-Election  : — 

Mr.  T.  Wing  (L.)  6930 

Mr.  T.  Richardson  (U.) 4807 

Alderman  House  (Lab.)  . .          . .  4165 

Liberal  majority          ..          ».     2123 

March  19.— Mr.  A.  L.  Homer,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Tyrone. 

March  20.— Mr.  A.  L.  Horner,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Cloger. 

March  23. — Mr.  J.  MacVeagh,  M.P.,  at  Leitrim  and  Hilltown. 

March  24.— Mr.  P.  Kerr-Smiley,  M.P.,  at  Bushside,  Mr.  W.  Moore,  K.C.,  M.P., 

at  Portadown. 
March  25.— Marquis  of  Londonderry,  K.G.,  at  Belfast,  Mr.  C.  C.  Craig,  M.P., 

at  Antrim. 
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